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Psalm 123, 2 Cor. 12: 2-10, John 21:15-25   

“Follow Me”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Jesus often boils relationships and life situations down to a few simple 

words. He cuts right to the heart of where we are. That does not mean that 

our lives are simple, in fact, you know how complicated your life is right 

now. I am struck with how complicated life is as I watch or read the news 

with amazement. Our prime minister is suing the Speaker of the House, one 

of his own Liberal MPs, to not give information to the Parliament that MPs 

have ordered in relationship to the firing of two Chinese scientists, Xiangguo 

Qiu and her husband, Keding Cheng from the National Microbiological 

Laboratory in Winnipeg in July of 2019, possibly related in part to the transfer 

of viral materials from Winnipeg to Wuhan.* What’s even more surprising is 

the silence of the major media outlets to broadcast this fact. Have you heard 

about this? You would think that law professors and others would be writing 

letters and getting media opportunities to talk about our Parliamentary system 

of law being challenged in a strange, unusual way. But we don’t hear that 

either. So another reporter puts it this way: “The country is therefore 

going through something of a constitutional crisis and Canadians could be 

forgiven for not knowing much about it.”† Yes, life is complicated. And that 

is just one news item that shouldn’t be hidden about public trust. 

 

Secrecy and unethical actions will all one day come to the light. Meanwhile, 

we read again about how Jesus’ disciples express shock and joy in reaction 

to His resurrection. They seem to simply be huddled in the Upper Room or 

someplace similar, waiting for the Lord. And He comes. He reveals Himself 

to Thomas and Thomas worships Him. We do too, along with Thomas. 

Sunday by Sunday we have gathered for nearly twenty centuries across the 

face of the planet, everywhere. Remember His worldwide work when you 

 
* “Liberals take House Speaker to court to block release of unredacted 

records about fired scientists,” Globe and Mail, June 23, 2021. 
 

† “Sean Speer: Elite silence on Trudeau government's lawsuit against the 

speaker is a threat to public trust,” The National Post, June 30, 2021. 
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are discouraged in our little corner of it. Jesus is completing His mission 

through us and many, many others. Never doubt that. 

Meanwhile, John records in chapter 21 that the disciples go back to fishing. 

Simon Peter led them. (v.3) Was this a way to turn their backs on their faith? 

Unlikely. More likely is that they were hungry and they used to feed their 

families this way. So seven of them go out. (v. 2) 

 

But you remember how that turns out for them. They fish all night likely for 

tilapia, that flat silver finned whitefish, called “St Peter’s fish” in Israel 

today, still in the Sea of Galilee. And they catch nothing. (v. 3) Their old 

way of life seems to be lost to them. They are discouraged. They are 

wondering, and likely they are hungry. 

 

Ever felt like you can’t go back to what you used to know and be good at, 

but you can’t go forward because you’re not sure how to do that, and all the 

risks of something new stare you in the face? I think they were feeling that 

way, early in the morning after catching nothing. 

 

Then some man appears on the beach, they didn’t recognize Him. (v. 5) I’ve 

stood on that rocky beach in Israel on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias, as the 

Romans called it. The man shouts to ask if they caught anything. They 

answer that they have not. (v. 5) 

 

Then that same man suggests to the experienced fishermen that they throw 

the net onto the right side of the boat. (v.6) Now don’t miss this moment. 

The fishermen, who are likely both tired and hungry (when was the last time 

you worked an overnight shift or pulled an all-nighter?), agree to do what 

the stranger is telling them. We know they don’t know who this guy is 

because Peter figures it out in verse 7 after the huge catch. Don’t miss what 

is not said, but what is understood: They did what Jesus asked them to do. In 

all the complexities of life, let us remember this one most important thing: 

Do what Jesus asks you to do. Let me say, it didn’t make sense to them to 

simply put the net out on the other side of the boat. They likely had tried 

many net positions during the night. They had also likely already caught 

thousands of pounds of fish during their careers. They knew what they were 

doing, as best as any fisherman would know. They could have easily called 

back to the stranger and said “No, we’re too tired. And this won’t work…” 

But they didn’t. They listened to His voice and did what He said, even if 

they didn’t know who it was. And the catch was so large, it nearly broke the 

net, 153 fish. It was a miraculous catch, given the context. So then Peter 
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figures it out. (v. 7) “It is the Lord.” Period. And unlikely you and me, he 

puts on more clothes and swims to shore to greet Jesus. Peter is motivated to 

be with Jesus. May we be the same. I do not know Peter’s swimming skills. I 

have known a number of fishermen who cannot swim. But there was the 

Lord with “a fire of burning coals and fish on it, and some bread.” (v.9) 

Apparently Jesus didn’t need the large catch, he already had breakfast going. 

He invited the seven to join Him. Why seven? Those were the ones who 

decided to go back fishing. (v. 2) Jesus can meet you, even if you are 

running away from Him. Don’t run. Let Him catch you. Have breakfast with 

Him this morning. Listen to Him. 

 

Then the story turns to a beautiful reconciliation. But before we get there, let 

me share some notes from John’s Gospel on what has just happened. There 

were twelve disciples. One betrayed Jesus. One denied Jesus. The denier 

came back. We don’t know what he shared about his denials of Jesus with 

the eleven, if he shared them at all. We just know they happened, and he 

shared them before the Gospels were written. Ten of the twelve were 

gathered in a room and met the Lord even though the doors had been locked, 

Jesus appeared and they touched Him. Then the eleventh, Thomas, who 

expressed conditions for continuing in his faith, met the Lord.  

Now there are only seven fishing in chapter 21. We don’t know why there 

are only seven. Soon, in a few months, there will be thousands, according to 

Acts. But right now there are only seven, a bare majority of the original 

twelve. It may be that there will only be a bare majority who can agree 

together to be a group together. Let us consider those who are in the majority 

group and those who are not, particularly when all of them were wanting to 

follow Jesus.  

 

As we face our own congregational future, let us care for one another with 

the love of Jesus as best we can and entrust one another into Jesus’ hands, 

just as the disciples let the Lord walk off with Peter and be reconciled to 

Him, in the Lord’s own way.  We know John was following at a distance, 

but likely close enough to hear their conversation. (v. 20) He is the one who 

records the story of what happened. 

 

So Jesus takes Peter for a walk and asks Him three times whether he loves 

Him.  I believe Jesus us asks us if we love Him every day. It is the crucial 

question of the day. Peter answers positively each time. In the Greek 

language of the New Testament, there are four words for love: eros (sexual 

love), storgé (family love), philia (friendship love), and agapé (generous, 
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sacrificial love, that Paul talks about in 1 Cor. 13). In this exchange between 

Peter and Jesus, we hear Jesus asking twice: Do you agapé Me? And twice 

Peter answers, Yes, I philéo You. Frankly, it appears that Peter wants to 

reaffirm his relationship with Jesus, but not exactly in the way Jesus asks 

him. Jesus accepts his promises of love and commitment.  

The third time is when Jesus now asks him with the same verb of “brotherly 

love” that Peter himself has been using. Peter now is hurt, because it appears 

the Lord has not fully accepted his first two answers. But Peter does affirm 

Jesus’ God/man consciousness of “knowing all things.” And Jesus confirms 

they are reconciled. 

 

Why three times? Because Peter denied Jesus three times. It was simply one 

reconciliation for every denial. Where have you denied the Lord? Meet with 

Him to hear Him ask you if you love Him, acknowledging that area of sin 

and rebellion. Receive His embrace of reconciliation in your life in all those 

areas. 

 

What is Jesus saying to Peter in regard to pastoral care (“feed my lambs… 

tend my sheep…feed my sheep”)? (vv. 15-17) Likely, the first reconciliation 

affirmed Peter’s ability to help young believers (lambs). The second 

reconciliation was a general affirmation of Peter’s pastoral place in the body 

of Christ (literally, “shepherd the sheep of me”). The third reconciliation was 

an affirmation of Peter’s teaching/mentoring place in the body of Christ with 

mature believers (feed my sheep). Jesus was restoring Peter after his spoken 

crimes against Jesus. Every word is meaningful. And Jesus prophesies that 

Peter will one day be martyred (dressed in jail clothes or undressed and 

taken to a place of execution, the stretching of the hands likely indicating 

crucifixion). (v.18) 

 

A lot went into Peter being restored to leadership amongst the disciples. 

John had a different kind of leadership, and life with Jesus, which Peter was 

not to ask about…sometimes we think we know everything about what is 

happening in other believers’ lives, but we must leave their decisions to the 

Lord. “Who are you to judge another man’s servant?” (Romans 14:4) Please 

be careful as you choose your path here at Grace or in the larger body of 

Christ to not dismiss someone quickly as “apostate” or “reprobate.” These 

are the Lord’s decisions. We may not be able to agree in the church, but we 

are instructed to be kind to one another. It will be hard to do so in the larger 

church in the coming year, much harder than it ever has been for me. I ask 

for your prayers and your intercession for wisdom from above. What Jesus 
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accomplished was at great personal cost. As His followers, let us remember 

this as we hear Him saying, as He did to Peter, “Follow me.” 

 

It is such a simple word. When you follow someone, you trust them. You 

trust their leadership skills. You trust their character. You trust their desiring 

your best in the context and situation in which you find yourself. In short, 

you know they love you. Jesus is worthy of our following Him in every way, 

under all circumstances. I can only say, “Follow me, as I follow the example 

of Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1) I am not Jesus. He is resident in me, as He is 

resident in you if you are a believer. But we will face many situations and 

difficulties this year in which we will need to hear Him and follow Him as 

some go another way. It could be that they are following Him as well on 

another path, so be careful to not too quickly judge those who choose a 

different path. 

 

Jesus says, “Follow me.” I urge you to do so today, now. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
 

 

 

 
 


